
T! MEGKLEXBERG CELEBRATION.
THE CENTENNIAL POEM.

The following poem, written for the "Centennial
Anniversary or the MecUenourg Declaration of

Independenca," will be read oy lu author, the

Bet. J. e. Mania, of Georgia:.
A aundred year* hare pa»aa 1 aw.ty
Since is ine lovely monta of May,
Opon the spot where now we aiand.
There met a ooid, oevoteJ hand
Of patriote, moved with high resolve
The calling union to dissolve
fhat boand them 3rst to Engiand»B might
And cursed tne und with withering blight
In commoo with their oretar?n, they
Were cowed beneath oppreaat»a'a away.
frith burning iove of country flred,
irth zeal (or Liberty inspired.
Their 1nbspe.vdb.nc> ttiey declared,
And with heroic c urage dared
To brave the power, the wrath and bat*
Of ti.at imperial, lordly State.
raey Quo* their banner to the broaaa,
Deflea the mistress of the aeaa,
Caat off the * one of tyranny,
And In the name of liberty
Proclaimed that (bey or right ahouM bs
A Sovereign Commonwealth and fraa.
No empty boast *as thia and vaia;
r e cause of Freedom to maintain.
To tnomDhin tne coming atrifa
raey pledged their Fohtuhb, Hoiton, Un

Oreat actt heroic and anotime.
Distinguished in the conraa of flat*
A noble scene, a bright event,
mat blazed across tne continent,
And threw its radiant oeanu aiar,
Precursor of approaching war.
When England, roused to Ira, aao«td pmat
Har armies on thta western shore,
aaa sees, like lion, to devonr
Foea hostile to her rule and power.
Already bad the aword been drawn
On Concord's green and graaay lawn;
Already were tne verdant plains
Or Lexington bedewed with stains
Or crimson gore, by martyrs shod,
Who for the sake of freedom bled;
And soon from Banker Hill the aotwd
Of bartie sn .aid be echoed roond.
Announcing to a srazine world.
The die was cast, the flag unfurled
Thai ationld conduct to viotorr
The valiant aoneof liberty,
Wno from the Britiah Crown ahouM wrnat
Thia splendid empire of the waat.

Deep oalleth nnto deep, and now,
From Poutneru 11pa went forth a tow,
Responsive to the Northern cry,
To live as freemen or ta die.
Virginia, lofty and sedate.
Her aona assembled for debase.
Displayed a spirit brave and fraa,
A hatred of all tyranny.
Her Henry, with his tongue of Bra,
And worda that atlll onr souls inspire,
With flaahlng eye and towering torn,
am one that gnldes and rolaa tne storm,
The native rigbta or man proclaimed.
With bnrnmg eloquence exclaimed,
Whtia llatenera heard, with bated breath,
"Tome give uoercy or deata 1"
The Caroiinaa were aflame.
With ardor to toe conflict came.
And joined their slater colonies
In struggling for their liberties.

But none as yet had gone so tar.
Although involved in open war.
The great, the mlgh'y deed to dar*
And IXDEFXKDOCK TO dmciamm.
Thia sealona province led the way,
An act we ce>a&rata to-day.
¦ar sons arose against the Crown,
Assembled In this rising town
n henor of the Queen so named.
And here, tn council, they proclaim*
Their colony a Sovereign State,
From England free and separata.
By them this nooie deed was don*
They boldly creesed the Rnblcon,
Rebelled against the British throw*
Bet op a standard af their own,
Jiew laws and insulations mads.
And raters of their choice obsyad.
This was the cirlc rna first flred, ,

lu sound ail patriot hearta Inspired,
And swiftly ooroe by winds along
It moved the w*ah and made taam itraaj,
It fell witn terror on the ear i

Df royal placemen, far and near.
They saw tee dart and threatening rlanl.
They beard tne distant tannder load.
Ana. tremoilng at the sonnd and alght,
They rstare sought in hasty flight.
The tidings pasaeo beyond the eea,
The patriot cry or liberty
F^sonnded through the British islea,
Exeitlnz ancrry frowna or amllea.
Its roiling ecnoes died away
Wnare moaareua ruled vita iron away.

Tbroagbont the Western Hemisphere
Re ecioed what *u km here.
m» rlorioa* n» ws or this great
UectrSed the Continent.
It reached -he men it Gonrreat met,
WTso. flr»l r>T tbls examaie Nt,
4*4 gnidea by its brilliant litfht,
kro*e in purpose to the height
.r the aecaaioa great. sublims,
rneqaalled id alt previous uat,
and wits united roice de reed
rnc coKJfiies from Kogiaai freed,
So lunger boand by legal t/ial
rati tae tyrant mother land.
Bat henceforth they or right stsoald be
UTaTE* independent. sovereiga, tree!
This waa tae treat, the crowning fact,
the grana, sab) ma. beteie art.
That broke tne chain* of slavery,
Endowed air land with liberty,
and gave nnte the nation birth
Among the Kingdoms of the eartb.
Rot while thoes giaota weappiaad,
wttn grateful. joyroi prans land
The names of Prank'm. Jefferson,
Df Hancock. Adams. Wltnerspoon,
And an who signed that famous acroil
And formed rfce bright, immortal roll
ue pa-riots, heroes. »tateamen. sages,
aeaowed through all toe futore sgea.
Let as with gratitude repay
Tnelr prototypea of oariMr day,
Tae small bat patriotic band
Who first or all tiuougboat tne land
A lormat declaration framed
and to their letlow men proclaimed
raeir resolution to t>e free
*nste er the toll, the cost mlgit be.
Tner well loresaw the consequence,
Feat tfci* bot'l act wou'd need de'eaee.
That manr years might »om* and go.
Fnat sirs-ms or rebel blood mignt flow,
Fre Eug and should ner grasp release
And they shoald nr«eiom win and pea"*,
fne de^n was done, a p;> ig.- they gate.
Re< omtng patriots true and brave.
» at«)ose.r tin**!, wun h"<>k." irsteti,
ferre life or fleas , -,,, , or weal.
They woa'd tog ;,t sa d or feu.
And sa fic-e t.i tr esrniv s.L

To»ts aad ?>ar's, tbi« de* i . Jb'.tme
Resound in every land *nl clime.
j.et orators the act pr^isita
And eelebrat" It* noo.e laoae.
Let history, Tom age to
Re.are the story on her pare.
wit* tonpue and pen, m prose and Terse,
Tt e srabfl, heroic seen? rehearse.
|,et knowledge of this great event
Co forth ro every continent.
Let winds an'i waves tne ndings bear.
To every shore the news de> lar»,
Hirongi»oit tne earta, eao hemisphere,
Publish the deed enacted here.
Let dietaat times aid ages trace
Their rights aod freedom to tuts plat*
Vsi soMri NosrMsii nee.

A CURIOUS REVOLUTIONARY HANDBILL.

Below ii a fao-simila of a handbill said to have been distributed in North Carolina previous to the year 18C0. It la the oldest publication of the Mecklenburg Declaration of

Independence of May 20, 1773, yet discovted in print. It has been stated that it was issued immediately after the adjournment of the Provincial Congress ; but, judging from the

elaborate bordering, the 6tyle and variety of type, old printers agree tbat it could not hare appeared until about the end of the last century. All the type used in the original form ia

declared to be of American origin, whereas all printing during and immediately following the Revolution was from typo sent from Great Britain. Joseph Johnson, in treating of the

traditions and reminiscences of the American Revolution, attaches great importance to this little handbill. He maintains that it must be a reproduction of the three first resolutions in the

original Declaration of Independence, and that as these three alone treated of the total separation from the mother country, it -was of the firtt importance that they should be widely

circulated and readilv understood. Colonel Polk, he says, read the six resolutions from which those in the foe-simile are taken to the people of Mecklenburg from the steps of the Court

Hoass, on the morning of the 20th of May, and he, therelore, considers it impossible to doubt their genuineness and authenticity.
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A»d lead ibu action to the itlH.
For here. of til tfce spots on eartb,
Tbe patriot finds tbe place of btrtb,
Wbere Liberty btr coar»e t>egin,
Tbe priceless ftrt or bearen to oil

A bandred yeara bar* passed away,
Riog oat tbe joyoaa bells to-day,
and let tnem p» t a merry cbUM
Id oooor of the olden lime.
Let aceiamationa rend tbe air.
Let songs be sang by women fair:
Let oannera, flag* *nd str»amera ga? *

Tbetr waving. floating (¦ >!ds display.
I-et bands of men srltb mar-iai treads
luteendanta or tne noble dead.
Parade and marcb. encamp aronnd,
Abd bivouac on thH hallowed ground,
l^t strains of nr sir tortll th» soul,
Tbe (rirrlDg dram ltd echoes rolU
wttn blast of trumpet loud reaonnd.
And «pr*ad tbe fame of freedom round.
With aalros of artillery
Proneim toe praise of liberty.
With grateful b^srt and -:heerfol roti*
Let all be bappy and rejoice.
witb wild oazza and joyful (boat
Abd tlad, triumphant Up! cry oat,
Abd raise 'O nea en, witn one accord,
A load bosanna to tba t.o: i.
Cxa.t with spirit' h .h and ire*
oa tbU Centennial Jubilee.

80NQ OP MARIONS MZ5.

oar Nand is >w. but trie and tried.
Our leader (rank and txj o :

Tfce iritiSt soldi r trembles
W .en Marion s bain* is told.

Our jnrtreaa i* the g<, »i greenwood.
Or.r tent t ie c/preaa tr»»;

We kr «r 'ores' ronnd tie
An seamen know the ««a.

We mow ita w4.is o thorny Tinea
It' c mi* i f reeds grasa,

l*.« saT' in>l fileut :»,ariu»
w i; tun tbo dark morasa

Woe to tne English roldieif,
Tna*. Utfte rtmlni n»ari

On tnrrn sis.. i;.-bt at midnlfbt
A strange and sadden far.

Wben v -vnicg to Thel ''ints on flre,
lfcey ur»5i< tli-ir *r * in r* n.

And they wbo n»n to ace ua
Ar- fee at 10 eart 1 amiq ; .

And the* wao fly in terror rtaem
A mights lioai fe*r>tnd.

And bear be -ramp of tho:sanda
Cpoo tb« feoilow wiad.

' WILUA* CC1AE* Bat APT

AUTOGRAPHS OF TIIE SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION.

THE MECKLENBERO MEDAL.

O* VT-BS* bids. MJ.7T.P. E BTDm

DESCRIPTION Of THE MECKLOBUBG
MEDAL.

w. give 01 tbta page correct repreaentationa or

tbe Meek enbarg Centennial medals, wblcb are to

t>« distributed to-day daring tha celebration at

Charlorte. These medals are handsome aped-
men# or art, and bate be*n manufactured of bota

allver and ' ronze. as win t>» men by onr engrav¬
ing the MeckJenaurg naedaia are abom tbe atze of

a flfty-cen; piece, and thetr weight la aboat the

aame aa that cola. Jhe ant engraving abowa the

obverae or princtpm face or tbe medal,
Trie dori-e is f>at ef tbe eap of liberty
banging to a umb at tbe top of Nortfc
Car iiina'a faaio > tree, while appended from a

D'tKhbonng twijj ii the ndw symbolic born eta'

nest, near the entrance to wnich hover tbe mytb-
iral namt'or of sever. home- a acting aa aentine'.a
to gwe swt t and aadl*n alarm aboald any pro¬
fane band attempt to approach or tones the aa-

cred emblem of oar nail <1. « liberty. Below are

tae clasped bands, u e i aa emblems, In an agea,
a. ..tenda&tp and rratermty. Tleae bands are

in *.«.»«.. to trpify tiie onlty of the Kontbern

and Northern States un ter one common govern-
nrii and flag, over t»o first band are the Ogures

ana over the eooono «18T»," thns declaring
to tao world tba*. a* to* Nortn and f*ou: u w«re

b^nfl ia-' m i for Iffxriy in 177.'», so tbey arenniied

for tbe rig: r In i -~y the two»ras being joined to¬

gether in a common patriotism that bridged the

dividing centnry, daring wlilel It bas end tired
and rcaamed rrm. Th<* nt, re design stands out

boldly in Ms relief from the rar» of the midday
nut. tJrni mamtnlr.^ tbe nrogreas of tbe nation

Caring its entire existence. Tnese rays, or

"tiory," complete tne d sign, and greatly beao-

tify It.

On the revi»r«* or "ppottf side or tbe me 1al, we

and 'he M^^klonbar? date ..20 May. 1775" enclosed
as it atar.ds ir. the centre in bold modern letter

ing, oy a paraiellc l circle. Outside of this runs tbe

legend, aino in m lorn character. "Mecklenburg
iwclar-uion of Independence." A heavy muled
bord. r competes the race, aa it dote alao tie ob-

I ferae.

THE BATTLE OF THE KEGS.

The oceaalon ofthe following composition appear*
|o have been that while the English were m pom*

¦Ion of Philadelphia, a scnooner, cominz down thi

river, loaded with kegs. met with some mishap, bj
wbion tbe kegs were precipitated into the water.

Floating down with tbe atream they wero espied
early In tbe morning by a sentinel, wbo, aUrtled
at tbe strange appearance of tbla crowd of kegs,
gavetbe alarm, thinking that the rebels were about

making an attack on tbe city. Mr. Uopklnson.
then residing at Bordentown. with ready wit im¬

mortalized tbe fright of tbe Dritlsb in the vcrjes

BJ rQANCU HOFKINBON, Di 1803.
Tune."Maggy Lander."

Gallants attend and bear a (nend
.jrill lorth barmonloua ditty.

Though things I'll tell wblcb late befell
In Philadelphia city.'

Twas early day, as poeta aay,
Just when tbe sua was rising,

? soldier aiood on a 102 ol wood
And saw a slgct surprising.

As In amaze be atood to raze,
Tbe truth can't be denied, sira.

Be sp;eu a score of kog» or more
Come (loatlng down tbe tide, sirs.

A sailor too, in Jerkin blue,
Tbe strange appearanca viewing,

first damned bis eyes in great surprisa,
Tben said, "Some mlscbiers brewing!"

These kegs now nold tho rebela bold
Pack'd up tike pickled berr.nj,

And they're come down to attacS the town
la tbla new mode of ferrying.

The soldier flew, the sailor, too,
And scared almost to deatn, sir;

Wore out tiieir shoes to spread tbe nows,
And ran tUioutof breata, sir.

low up and down, throughout the town,
Most frantic scenes were actod,

And some ran here and some ran there,
Likj men almost distracted.

.ome Ore cried, which some denied,
But aald the eurth nad quaked;

And girls and boys, with hideous nou®
Kan through the town half naked.

Sir William,* be, snug as a flea,
Lay all tbls timo a snoring,

Sor dreamt or harm as he lay warm,
At home with Mrs. L g.

Now in a fright be starts upright,
Awaked by such a clatter,

Be rnbs bis eyes and boldly wiea,
For God aake vuat's the matter?

At hi* bedside he then espied
sir Grskinet at command, su.

Opon one foot be had one boot,
And 'totaar in his band, air.

Arise arise: Sir Eraklne enta.
Tbe rebela.mores a pity.

Without a boat are all afloat.
And ranged baiore the city.

This motley crew, in vessels new.
With satan for their guide, air,

racked np in bags or wooden kejra,
Come driving down tne tide, su.

Therefore prepare for bloody war.
These kegs must all be routed.

Or auraly we despised ahali be
And Britiah courage ooabteA

The royal band now ready stand.
All ranged in dread array, sir,

Witb stomachs stout to see it oat
And make a bloody dai, »u

Tbe cannon roar from ahara to snora,
Tbe small arm* macs a rait*.

Since wars bepan I'm snre no mas
fc'et saw so strange a battle.

The rebels'* vales, the rebela* dales.
With rebel trees surrounded;

The distant w(*>cl*. tne mils and floe la,
With rebel ecnoas aouuded.

The flab below swum to and fro.
Attacked from every quarter;

Why sure, tuougti they, tne Uevti'a to pay
'Mongat folks above iba water.

Tit* kegs. 'tli said, though strongly mad*
Of reoei stave . and hoops, »jr.

Could not oppose their powerful loea.
Tue conqueriug Crr.iah troop*, sir.

From mora till ntirht these men or might
Displayed amazing courage.

And when too son iraa falrij down
Ketired to aop their porridge.

A bundled men, with each a pea.
Or more upon my vord, sir,

It ta most true would be too low,
'Ibelr valor to record, sir.

Such feats as they performed that day
Upon these wicked kega. air,

That years to come, ir they get homo,
They'll mane their bout and brag, alt,

.'Sir William Howe.
tSlr W. t r»ktn*.
u n« Britnti ortWrt were «o fona of the word "rebel*

that tbrv oftCM appnud it most stxur ily.

THE OLD NORTH STATE.

ST BOX WILLIAM Olltm
Carolina I Carolina 1 Heaven-* blessings attend

ber I
While we lire w* win ebertah and lore and defend

her.
Thongb the (corner may ineer at and wltllngi

deiame ber,
Our hearts swell witb gladneas whenever we nam<

her.
Hurrah ! hurra} I the Old Jfortb State forever \
Unrran f bnrrah I the good Old N jrth State 1

Though she panes not others their merited clory.
Say, whose name stands toe foremost in Liberty*!

story t

Though too trn* to herself e'er to oroncb to
oppression.

Who can yield to jnat rn.e more loyal submission 1
Hurrah, Ac.

Plain and artless her sons, bat wbom doors open
fa*

At the Knoek of the stranger or tale of disaster f

How like to the rudeness of tbeir dear native
mountain*.

With rt< n ore in timr bosom* and life in then
fountains.

Hurrah, Ac.

Atid hpr daughters, th > Queen of the Forest r*-
semt'lluir.

So fracefui. so constant, yet to *<*ntlest bream
trembling;

and true iigntieood at heart, let the match be
applied ttiem.

How they kindle an l flame i On, none know but
wno've tried them.

Hurrah, Ac.

Thou let all who lore us lore th# land tbat wa
live lo.

As nappy a region as on this slile of heaven.
Where Plenty and Freedom, Lore and Peace,

smile beiore us,
Raua aloud, raise togstntr, the heart-tbrllllng

choms!
Hnrran l bnrrab t tbe 0l« Sorts Stat* lbrersr'
Uurrab l hurrah the good Old korta Stats I


